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after a raid as a tiny child, and as soon as she was old
enough he had her. This year the good weather had
come early and he had gone off raiding in the first
of it and taken the bravest and loyalest of the pirates
with him, and their best boat. The rest were left in
the dun to take care of the cattle and women.

The dun was up at the head of the valley, within sight
of the sea, but well sheltered. No one could have told
quite how long ago it had been built: at any rate, there
it was. It was quite round and big enough to shelter
them all, one high wall of stones fitted together, very
solid and strong, with stone steps up it inside going
to platforms in the thickness, from which one could
watch hills and sea, or throw spears; and underneath,
in the foundations, were two or three store-houses,
with big boulders in front to roll against the openings.
There was only one way to get through the wall, very
narrow and well barred at night. Inside there were
houses made of skins stretched on wood, and two
cooking-fires, and a woodpile, and a forge. In the
daytime the women and children went out with the
beasts, looking for pasture all over the hills; they had
to pull grass too and bring back bundles of it for the
horses, which, because they were noble and costly
beasts, were kept tethered to rings in the wall, and
waited on always by the men. All of the men were
free; it was not worth the trouble of keeping a man
prisoner, unless sometimes a few weeks for ransom;
but most of the women had been raided from the
coasts round about.
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